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The Formosan subterranean termite, Coptotermes formosanusShiraki, isaseriouspestin
several partsof theworld and isone of the most destructiveinsectsin Louisiana, USA. A pilot
test was begun in 1998 to determinethe eff ectiveness of area-wide management onthisinsect and
to reduce its densities in a 15-block area of New Orleans' French Quarter. The pilot test is a
cooperative effort between the LSU Agricultural Center, USDA-Agricultural Research Service,
and New Orleans M osquito and Termite Control Board. All but two of 323 propertiesin acon-
tiguous 15-block areain the French Quarter were treated using commercially available baits or
non-repellent termiticidessel ected by property ownersand applied by professional pest control
operators. Alatedensity was sampled during theflight seasonin 1998, 1999, and 2000 using glue
boards hung near lamps on street lights. Foraging activity was monitored monthly beginningin
January 1999 by determining the number of in-ground stationswith termites. In 2000 al ate den-
sity inthetreated areawas reduced by 30 % compared to the surrounding area. Additionally, in
2000 the percentage of in-ground stationswith termiteswas 50% |ower in thetreated areacom-
pared to the surrounding area. Similar datawere also obtained in 2001. Continued treatment and
monitoring are required to determine the extent of and the long-term effects of the area-wide
management program.
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