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FIELD EVALUATION of the FIRSTLINE® TERMITE DEFENSE
SYSTEM M USING the DEFENDER™ UNIT

J.B.Ballard, C. L. Palmer, G. C. Cramer, A. D. Dufoe, and B. W. Ryser
FMC Corporation, Princeton, New Jersey

To build upon laboratory studies examining termite (Coptoter mes and Reti culiter mes) be-
havior and mortality with various configurations of the Defender ™ Unit, the Defender Unit was
evaluated for field performance as a component of the FirstLine® Termite Defense SystemV.
TheDefender Unitswereinstalled in numerousfield trial sthroughout the United Statesto gener-
ate dataon @) the averagetimetoinfestation of the monitors, b) the averagetimefor thetransfer
of termitesfrom the monitorsto the bait stations, ¢) the ability to protect structures as defined by
no termite activity for three monthsafter the baiting phase has been completed, and d) behavioral
differencesamong termite species. Information was al so collected to determinethe effect of vari-
ousfield conditions on theintegrity and performance of the Defender Unit and its components
over time. At thistime, the Defender Units have exhibited utility in termite popul ation-manage-
ment efforts by termitesinfesting monitors, the ready movement of thetermitesthrough the De-
fender Unit components, and transfer of thetermitesfromthemonitorstotheFirstLine® GT Plus
Termite Bait Stations. The Defender Unit will enhance the FirstLine Termite Defense System
through the ability to provide quarterly monitoring and baiting.
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